Abstract
.
Although the three monographs appeared at almost the same time, they haven't caused much duplication. Due to the authors' very distinct research interests they rather constitute complementary works. Historian Allen Fromherz examines Qatar's historical and cultural (or tribal) legacy and the impact of the British colonial rule on the emerging monarchical regime type.
In contrast to Fromherz who downplays the importance of natural resources, Matthew Gray' study focuses on Qatar's energy-driven political economy and its particular rentier system. Gray's main augment is that Qatar is not a classical but a 'late rentier state'; meaning that gas revenues are invested to diversify the national economy and to strengthen international linkages with the purpose to maintain social and political stability.
Although national resources are limited, Qatar, according to Gray, seems to be on a successful path of sustainable development.
The third author, Mehran Kamrava, analyses in particular Qatar's foreign policy and its active diplomacy and is therefore most relevant for our paper.
2 Kamrava (2013 p. 46-68) By understanding power not in terms of resources, territory or manpower but as the ability to obtain preferred outcomes, Nye talks exclusively about state power in the international arena. Here he sees hard power at play whenever "coercion and payment" -also termed as "sticks and carrots" -is applied, while with soft power "attraction" leads John Lenczowski (2011, p. 159-192) has built on Nye's writings to develop the concept of "cultural diplomacy", a term that is often used as a synonym of soft power. His main idea in this context is that cultural diplomacy is not a matter of "low politics" (to borrow this realist terminology) but a strategic and cost effective tool of enhancing national security (LENCZOWSKI, 2011, p. 164) . It should therefore be understood as an "element of national security policy" (LENCZOWSKI, 2011, p. 164) .
That means by investing in arts performances, exhibitions, student exchange programs, etc., states Therefore -and despite the increased recognition of non-military resources of influence in world politics -the concept of soft power has not remained uncontested. Todd Hall for example doubts the analytical value of soft power altogether and suggests that soft power is a useful "category of practice" but not of analysis (HALL, 2010, p. 193-197) . He believes that "attraction" is not a suitable concept for developing a useful analytical tool. Furthermore, when applied by political practitioners, the concept usually serves to reinforce "pre-existing in-group biases" (HALL, 2010, p. 197) . In this regard, soft power was mostly "employed to advocate and justify a certain set of values and a specifically liberal conceptualization of American identity as central to U.S. international power" (HALL, 2010, p. 196) . In other words, the concept of soft power can only be applied subjectively.
It is interesting to note that although both sci- As the purpose of this paper is to test Qatar's real soft power capabilities, the following chapters will analyse Qatar's international influence in terms of a) culture; b) values; and c) foreign policy.
Qatar's soft power
The soft power of a country rests primarily on three resources: its culture (in places where it is attractive to others), its political values (when it lives up to them at home and abroad), and its foreign policies (when they are seen as legitimate and having moral authority). (NYE JÚNIOR, 2008, p. 96) Following Joseph Nye's three soft power "resources", this chapter will test Qatar's soft power capacities in terms of culture, political values and foreign policies. We should bear in mind that all three soft power resources must be "attractive" to other societies in order to be effective assets for the pursuit of foreign policy goals.
Culture
Nye understands culture as a "set of values and practices that create meaning for a society" (NYE JÚNIOR, 2004, p. 22) . This includes high culture (e.g. higher education and art that appeals to the elites) and low or popular culture that appeal to the masses (NYE JÚNIOR, 2004, p. 22) . It is supposed here that Qatar in terms of "popular culture" -which includes things such as cuisine, fashion, films, music etc. -is not significantly attractive for outsiders or even known for. We therefore focus in this chapter first on Qatar's "high culture" and in particular its higher education system and related exchange programmes. Secondly, we will examine the backgrounds of Qatar's huge foreign population since this fact might be interpreted by some as a sign of the country's attractive culture.
Qatar has defined national strategies for a sus- is the greatest success of a broader national strategy of investing in sports events for political purposes.
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A systematic analysis of al Qatar's overall policy of sports is beyond the scope of this paper and we will therefore on the most significant event, the winning of the 2022 bid.
As for the real effect of the hosting rights, the 4. Qatar requires from every immigrant to have a "sponsor" who must be his or her employer. The worker has to give his passport to his sponsor and is not allowed to change his workplace or even to leave the country without the permission of his sponsor. These practices result in slavery-like conditions. 
Political values
Qatar's archaic political system is based on That means, although being an instrument of Qatar's ruling family to spread its political views, Al-Jazeera is a double-edged sword for Qatar as it also led to its dangerous political isolation in the Gulf region and beyond. It is therefore a fallacy to assume a government by having power over a transnational TV channel is necessarily able to "obtain outcomes it wants in world politics", to use Nye's definition of power.
Foreign policies
Osman Antwi-Boateng (2013, p. 39) asserts that Qatar "demonstrates how a small country can punch above its weight by exerting soft power influence and shaping the course of history in the Middle East". The purpose of this chapter is to assess the accuracy of this statement. Three foreign policies are of primary importance: Qatar's proactive regional diplomacy and conflict mediation; its interventionist strategy shift since the Arab uprisings, and its alliance with the U.S.
Diplomacy anD conflict meDiation
The main reason why Qatar's power is often 
Conclusion
Given the popular use of the soft power concept to describe Qatar's rising international influence, the purpose of this paper was to test thor- This shows that soft power is not only an inaccurate but also redundant analytical tool in regard of Qatar's international influence.
